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HERALD TRIBUNE

Elsenhower Is,, Seen Puttlng

Serv1ce Ahead of Health

¥ ,.By DAVID LAWRENCE .

attitudé toward: mublxc service—is it the health and convenience

given pnonty"

repisode that various . persons in Washmgton
- are talking about now because it may throw
ight on the processes of the President’s mind
. when he comes to the “point of making.a

a second term. ’

It happened in 1942 when General Eisen-
hower was in London preparing ‘for the in-
asion of, North Africa. He had as-chief of
taff of the Allied forces Walter Bedell Smith,
then a brigadier general”~The* latter™ had|
served in “Washington as secretary‘of thel

as United States Secretaly of the ‘Combined
Chiefs of Staff. .

. When Gen. Smith -came fo London in
‘OCtober, 1942, he took on a series-of heavy
conferences daily and, after ‘one of these ses-
sions, Winston Churchill warrded Gen: Eisen-
hower that Gen. ‘Stnith was 1ookmg ‘badly and ought to be sent}
to the hospital. It was not long afterward that theé Chief Surgeon,
Geli: Hawley, told Gen. Eisenhower that Gen. Sinith had bIeedmg
uléers. and that, unless he was sent home, Gen. Smith “might}
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lToday in Natwnal Affalrs o ~--~r»

decision next year on.\vhethel or,not to servef

United, States Joint Chiefs of Staff and also|

WASHINGTON Dec. 13 —What is Dwight Elsenhowel S basm

of an _individual or phe needs of one’s country which must be’

. This question was once ahswered by Mi. Elsenhowe1 in an’

T
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mestxc and for' elgn a,s he always 3
fhas been. -
Representative Clarence Can-|
non, Democrat, of Missouri,|
chairman of the House Ap-
propriations = Committee, said
after a legislative conference at|
‘the White House this week: “Ii
'was gratified to note the alert-i .
iness, the aggressiveness of the
iPresident in conducting the con- -
rference. He was as active ‘as any.
:boy sixteen. years old. He was.

‘be dead in six months.” “There’ll be a lot of people dead in six}

;the, picture of health.” ~

months—in North Africa and inj=——=

other places,” was Gen. Eisen-
hower’s reply as he turned down
the suggestion. Gen.

tion, went on to serve as Ike’sf
Chlef of Stafi for nearly four}
:vears until after the end of thej

war:~He-Jater. was. for three

Undersecrebaxy ‘of State. He is

{business.
" There was._in this instance,

ship which. might have induced
greatér personal concern about
the risks involved, but Dwight
fiEisenhower’s point of view has
ilalways been that the meeds of
the United States come first.

It is true that the incident

joccurred during . wartime, but

the way things shape up today
inhside the government—with the
Navy and the Air Force® con-

4 stantly on.a twenty-four-hour-
ilalert.basis—it is well known that

the ¢“cold war” is conslaered in
some .respects as dangerous as
some stages of a “hot war.” Cer-
{tainly, in an International crisis,

Askilliful leadership and experi-

|ence are so essential that many

s|close observers of Dwight Eisen-

Jhower’s whole attitude toward
|public service now are' saying
that, if the country really wants
him to’serve on, a sense of duty
w111'persuade him to do so.
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Smith, |
aftel two weeks of hospitaliza-|

years United States Ambassador|
to Russia- and-then:became head|
of the.C. I. A. and. subsequently

now an executive in private}

moreover, an: intimate friend-f
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Heé's Tven Sharper

President Eisenhower’s heatt
attack hasn't affected his mental
capacity or acumen.. Officials
who have attended recent con-
ferences with him, both of the
Cabinet' and the National Secu-
rity Council, say that he is even
shdrper than -before in cutting
through lengthy debate -or
rambling remarks and brmgmg
his conferees back to the main
point under discussion. They say
he is as penetrating in his
ah‘ilysis of public questions, do-

- The opinion is crystallizing’
that, in the.event that the doc-,
;tors give Ike advice saying he is
iphysmally able t0 continue in
'soﬁice if he so desires, the Pres-,
jident will not seek to be a can-
,‘dldate but will tell the American
i people something to this effect:

©3“I had no desire to come to
- {public office in the first place. I

]think there are able. men to be
jfound to succeed me. But if the
‘people want me to serve, I shall
obey their wish and serve if
elected.”

Hxstory May Repeat
It was Woodrow Wilson who'

‘lin a world crisis irf 1916—before!

America entered World War I—; -
refrained from “seeking” a sec-|
ond term in the Presidency. He
stood by his statément made as
President - elect in Februaxy,
1913, when he wrote:

“I can approach the question
from a perfectly impersonal
Tipoint of view, because I shall
most cheerfully abide by the
judgment of my party, and the!
public as to whether I shall be a;
candidate for the Presidency
again in 1916. I absolutely pledge
myself to resort to nothing but
public opinion. to decide that
question.”

ybe hlstory will repeat it-
sel and the people themselves:
will have to decide whether
Dwight Eisenhower should be re-+ -.
nominated.
© 1855, New York Herald Towfio lncsj
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